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The Earth and Man

A little sun, a little rain
A soft wind blowing from the west-

And woods and fields are sweet again
And warmth within the mountain's breast

So simple is the earth we iread
So quick with love and life her frame-

Ten thousand years have dawned and fled,
And still her magic is the same.

A little love, a little trust,
A soft impulse, a sudden dream

And life as dry as desert dust
Is fresher than a mountain strean

So simple is the heart of man,
So ready for new hope and joy

Ten thousand years ‘since it began
Have lefr it younger than a boy.

N. M. Pirapagol
'S. Y. B. Com,
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Mother Toon

The Sun is the father,
The moon is the MRker
And the stars are the childreg
Awake in the pight.
She stoops down tO kiss them_
And tuck in the m‘,m
And when she is going,
She leaves them her Bﬁ

Arandrao S. Stinde

O! my uncle, sister and brother:
Do't speak to me further !

O! my beautiful and beautiful dear
Come and stand near and near-

O! my sweet-heart, come here,
And speak with me as ever!
Bat.. ...

O! my beautiful and beautiful dear, Sweet
[ want to live with ¢ My Father ! O! sweet bird

Fly and fly

Go high and high
O! sweet flower
Give us scent aud. . .
Make us merry

O! swest wind

Run here and there and. ..

Make us away from care
O! my sweet-heart
Lend thy hand
And make me glad

Suryakant Ghugary
B. A. I
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Browning's Dramatic Monologue

The great achievement of Browning
was to break away from the post Keatsian
handling of sensory images and bring back
a colloquial vigour to English Poetry. He
began under shelley’s influence as a Poet
of confessional excess, but his easy work
in this vein won no favour.

Browning was a dramatic poet and
during his life-time he produced a number
of plays which could not be successfully
acted on the stage, for in them the thought
clement was more prominent than action.
His plays are closet plays and can best be
enjoyed in the drawing-room. Though he
could not succeed in presenting actable
plays on the stage, yet it can not bel dc.—
nied that he had the gift of a dramatic in
a marked degree. 1he dramatic skill of the
poet was well represented in the dramatic
monologue of which he become the supreme
master. Browning gave to the dramatic
monologue a new life force which it
had not attained in the hands of Tennyson,
He made it specially his own and no one
else ever put such rich and varied mate-
rial in to it.

A dramatic monologue is a kind of
comprehensive soliloquy in which the spea—
ker gives expression to his thoughts in the
presence of a second person with the ob-
ject of convicing him of his beliefs and

Miss S. J. Solapure
B. A. part Il

convinious. In ¢ My Last Ducless ’ the
listener is the messenger who has come
to the Duke from another state to nego-
tiate about the second marriage.

Browning’s dramatic monologues are
not written in order to build up an atmos-
phere of languid sorrow or quiet deter-
mination or heavy beauty, but to project
with an utmost quizzical violence a certain
bind of personality, a certain temperament,
a way of looking at life even a moment
of history realised in the self revelation of
a type. The method is not impressionistic.

Often Browning uses a historical cha-
racter as he uses an imaginary old, in
order to present an area of his own thought
and feeling, the flamboyant optimism of
‘ Rabbi Ben Ezra’ cannot be directly
connected with the known views of Abraham
Ben Ezra. But sometimes Browning makes
a real effort of the historical imagination
to endeavour to capture the essence of a
period in a particular character. The period
whichzintrigued him most was the Rena-
issance with its lush poganizing of a
nominally christian civilization,

In men and_women Browning denotes
a large number of monologues to a pre-
sentation of aspect of the relation between

o]
2
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In this pcom the poct wants to show
the transitoriness of life. He wants (o
sSuggest that life is short and it wears away
very quickly.,

The poet makes the idea quite clear
by taking the illustration of the fair daff-
odils, The daffodils fade away before the
sun has reached its peak, They have a very
small span of life containing a few hours
As soon as they bloom their life diminishes
minute by  minute. Similarly ~ man’s
life diminishes hours by hours. This illus-
tration is very effective. It immediately
grips our mind. It is a tragic irony that
those who weep over the early death of
the daffodils have to meet a similar fate.

The transitoriness of life is conveyed
with the help of two very beautiful similes.
The hours in life have been compared with
the drops of rain falling on the hot soil
in summer., They disappear in no time,
as the hours in the life of the flowers do.
These hours have also been compared with
the dew-drops in morning, The dew-drops
as soon as the sun comes up vanish not
to come back again., The hours in life
meet the same fate. These two similes bea-
utifully express the basic thought in the

poem,

Here is a beautiful contrast in this
poem. The poet says that we have to grow
quickly to meet the end of our life, The
poct does not say that we have to grow
soon to enjoy our life. In this way he has
used a deautiful contrast in this poem,
He says,

As quick a growth to meet decay

As you, or anything,

We die,

It seems that the poet is in pensive

mood. He is sad. He feels the sorrow ine—
tensely. He has become emotional.

6

This poecm is one of the best: .
A lyric is like a song which jg Usua"h'c!-
expression of a mood or feelin, y
are full of emotions and feelings OrYnc;
poet. As emotions do not last for , |
time, the lyrics are not long Poems, 7
are short poems with deep eMotigy
expression. This poem also is emmiona]ai
So it is short. Here is no intellecty, "
Jogical expression or thought in thjg
The whole poem has a personal touch, I;
directly appeals to our heart, Ag the
poet deals with a universal truth, j i
more intimately related to our feelings
Transitoriness of life is a matter of Constani
regret for everybody in the world, So ¢, |
poem has got a universal appeal,

The poem has a quick pace. [t moves
quickly. Because the emotions are shoy
living. They disappear after a short time,
So they must be expressed ina quick way,
Here we find nice examples of overfloy
of the lines, This lyric is written in a very
simple language. Emotions can best he
expressed in simple words. The whole poem
is effective because of the simplicity of
words,

But this poem does not have any
stanza form. There is not any regular
pattern in rhyme-scheme. This poem moves
with quick pace as do the hours in our
life. He says that the hours in our life.

He says that the hours in our lif
disappear never to come back again. BUl
this simple line lingers in our mind fOf
a long time. The thought in the poem ¥
so effective that it does not hasten aW
s0 soon. The reason for irregular Y™
scheme may be that emotions can not

: 15 |
expressed well in uny regular pattern: ]::s |
Poem is a ‘ spontanious overflow Ofp‘be

fl

erful feelings It can aptly be desc

i (Y
as one of the finest lyrics in English P"’i
A
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A critical view on,

“ An Astrologer's Day ™

This story is written by R. K. Narayan,
a South Indian writer who has won reco-
gnition as a writer of fiction. !—Ie has
written many novels, short stories and
essays. To quote his own words, the fic-
tion writer in Indepedent India, * hop.cs
to express through his novels and stories
the way of life of the group of people
with whose psychology and background he
is most familiar.”” His gifts asa writer are
out of ordinary; he wilds English language
with masterful ease and conveys subtle
shades and feelings and thought. He is a
master of comedy.

In “ An Astrologer’s Day,” we have
a typical example that offers full scope for
his insight into character and sensitivity to
atmosphere and wistful presention of hu-

man drama.

The plot of the story is simple hl{t
artistic. A poor astrologer began his bqs:—
ness at a street corner punctually at mid-

B. M. Mobhite

B. Com. I

day. His professional equipment consisted
of a dozen cowrie shells, a square piece
of cloth with obscuse mystic charts on it
and bundle of palmyra writing. His fore-
head was resplendent with sacredash and
vermilion. This get up of the astrologer
attracted many customers to him. His eyes
were very sparkling which had a good
impression on the customers.

As a matter-of-fact this astrologer
knew nothing of the stars or the future
of a man at all. But by practice he had
become perfect in his profession. He could
recognise from the features what was going
on in their minds.

Really speaking his profession was not
of an astrologer. He was a farmer by
profession but he was obliged to follow
this profession. He pretended to be an
astrologer. He had stabbed a man in his
town. Taking him to be [dead and being
afraid of being arrested by the police for

7
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committing a murder he had left his native
town and set up on in other one, where
he practised as an astrologer.

The man whom he stabbed did not
die. He was seriously wounded. But when
he was recovered he wanted to take reve-
N8 upon the map who had tried to kill
him. Therefore he was wandering in search
of him from own to town. QOpe day he
happened to come to the spat where this
astrologer was :
Naturally he wished to know his future
and he asked the astrologer to tell him his
fortune. It was night
the astrologer to 80 home. But the custo-
mer could not allow hijm to go. He told
him that he would give him as much mo-
Ney as he wished for telling him future,
When the astrologer found that he must
tell him his fortune, he minutely looked
at him apnd was surprised to find that the
customer was none else but the same man
whom he had “tried to kiil. -

‘The customer declared that what he
wanted to know was whether he ‘would
find the man also stabbed him with a knife,
The astrologer himself, being the offender,
skillfully told him that he- could no more
find the man whom he was searching be-
cause he was dead a few months ago. In
order to make him surprised the astrologer
at once called him by his pame * Guru
Nayak * and. told him to go to his town
and live there peacefully. When the custo-
mer heard his own name, from the astrom—
loger’s mouth he was struck with wonder
and convinced of his knowledge in fortune
telling. The bogus astrologer shrewdly got

i s

rid of being detected, :

; Tiiis short story observes all tlie esse-
ntial-features” of a.good shoit'story. Here,

the: incidents are:few. Thé"claracters also

8.

sitting and he ‘saw him.

and it was time for

]

are few. The story is narratc.d in suci} a
way that it creates suspense in the ming
of-the reader. The reader becomes more
and more curious to know the events 1_n
the last part of the storv. The suspense is
increased by the wel!-chusep betails. The
end is surprising yet convincing. Anvhow
the reader feels satisfied at the end; beca-
use we feel sympathy for the astrologer:
though he 1§'a bogus astrologer and earns
his !;read on the crudelity of simple people,

*'The ‘end creates the singleness of effect.

R. K. Narayan’s skill lies more remar-
kably in the characterization in this story.
He vividly portrays the character of the
astrologer. Even the minor character, like
the wife of the astrologer is minutely drawn,
He has made the characters life-like. Dia-
logues in the story make it more lively
and realistic. The writer uses simple words
and short sentences, The language suits
the characters. Common people do not use
high-flown language, The writer creates
perfectly natura] atmosphere.

In the plot, we find many " instances
of the element of chance. So op reading
the story ong s likely to think that the
eVents mentioned in jt are beyond happe-
DINg In reallity. Byt such striking inc.dents
do happen ip eVery day life. The writer
has skillfully handled aj the events and
made them lively, His brush ' strokes are
clear and Sure. The we]] chosen details
help t? give one the ¢ feel * of the story. The
n.arrauve moves and devclops in a convin-
CINg manner and tje end  provides the
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